Reference | Date Preliminary | Did the Applicants | Waiver Date Outcome of Internal | Date of | Internal 
number preliminary | charges applicant | reasonfor | decision charges FOI request review | internal | review 
charges estimate request waiver notice review decision 
estimate waiver? was sent decision 
was sent 


Charge Deemed 
imposed withdrawn 


N/ 
Public N/ 
interest imposed 


grounds 


Public Charge Grant access 
interest waived in in part 
grounds full 


N/A N/A N/A Refused N/A N/A 
access 
16/05/23 $202.5 N/ N/A 
N/A N/A N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
in full 

Charge 13/02/23 N/A Grantaccess | N/A N/A N/A 

waived in in part 

full 


5 09/01/23 $310 Y Public Charge 08/02/23 | $145 N/A Grantaccess | Yes 23/03/23 | Charge 
interest reduced by in part waived in 
grounds 50% full 


[734 
Public 11/09/23 | $290 Deemed 12/10/23 | Decision 
interest imposed withdrawn 
grounds + impose 
financial charges 
hardship affirmed* 
N/A Grant access N/A 

in part 


734 
723 
733 
748 
670 
643 

28 


480 22/12/22 $465 Yes Public Charge 17/01/23 | $232.5 N/A Grantaccess_ | Yes 16/02/23 | Charge 
interest reduced by in full and in waived in 
grounds 50% part full 

488 12/12/22 $123 No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Deemed N/A N/A N/A 

withdrawn 

453 17/10/22 $190 Yes Public Charge 12/12/22 | $0 N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
interest waived in in part 
grounds + full 
financial 
hardship 

439 13/10/22 $180 Yes - Public Charge 04/11/22 | $45 N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 

$45 interest reduced by in full, in part 
deposit grounds 75% and refuse 
paid access 

449 10/10/22 $410 Yes - Public Charge 27/10/24 | $205 N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 

$102.50 interest reduced by in full 
deposit grounds 50% 
paid 

448 30/09/22 $190 Yes - paid | N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 

in full 

435 29/09/22 $105 Yes - Public Charge 03/11/22 | $52.5 N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 

$26.25 interest reduced by in part 
deposit grounds 50% 
paid 

378 17/08/22 $208 Yes Public Charge 16/09/22 | $0 N/A Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
interest waived in in full 
grounds + full 
financial 
hardship 

351 03/08/22 $350 Yes - Public Charge 25/08/22 | $0 * Grant access N/A N/A N/A 

$87.50 interest waived in in full 
deposit grounds + full 
paid financial 
hardship 
352 03/08/22 $350 Yes - Public Charge 25/08/22 | $175 ae Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
$87.50 interest reduced by in full 
deposit grounds + 50% 
paid financial 


hardship 


353 03/08/22 $350 Yes - Public Charge 25/08/22 | $175 ee Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
$87.50 interest reduced by in full 
deposit grounds + 50% 
paid financial 
hardship 
355 03/08/22 $350 Yes - Public Charge 25/08/22 | $0 a Grant access N/A N/A N/A 
$87.50 interest waived in in full 
deposit grounds + full 
paid financial 
hardship 
343 22/07/22 $246 Yes Public Charge 22/08/22 | $123 N/A Deemed N/A N/A N/A 
interest reduced by withdrawn 
grounds 50% 
348 20/07/22 $530 No - N/A Charge 24/08/22 | $339 N/A Deemed N/A N/A N/A 
$132.50 reduced withdrawn 
deposit following 
paid assessment 
of the 
actual cost 
of 
processing 
323 13/07/22 $140.83 Yes Public Charge 22/07/24 | $140.83 | N/A Grantaccess | N/A N/A N/A 
interest imposed in part 
grounds + 
financial 
hardship 
272 11/07/22 $275 No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Deemed N/A N/A N/A 
withdrawn 
350 16/06/22 $370 Yes Public Charge 19/07/22 | N/A Yes - Grantaccess_ | Yes 19/09/22 | Charge 
interest imposed $185 in part and reduced 
grounds refuse access by 


5O%*** 


Note: The preliminary estimate of charges and charges notices do not provide any written explanation of justification regarding whether the cost of calculating and 
collecting the charge may exceed the cost of the agency. When this justification is mentioned in an internal review decision, | have provided the explanation below. 


*The charge decision was affirmed as the department found that the charge reflected a lower cost than the actual cost incurred by the department in producing the 
document (Item 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Charges Regulations). After the document was produced, the department first had to review and cross-check the data 
with other resources to confirm it was accurate. The team also had to compile additional data through multiple systems and then collate the data. The department 
found that the work involved in producing the document was not a mere search and retrieval task and that the work was carried out having regard to the ‘lowest 
reasonable cost objective’ in s 3(4) of the FOI Act. When considering the factors under section 29(5)(b), the department found that the release of the requested 
information would not enable further scrutiny of public expenditure as there was already sufficient information publicly available. 


** The department received four FOI requests from the applicant (LEX 351, 352, 353 and 355). The applicant paid a 25% deposit for each of the four requests, being the 
amount of $87.50 per request (totalling $350). The department proposed, and the applicant agreed not to issue a refund of the deposits in relation to LEX 351 and 355 
and apply the payment of the deposits to cover the balance of the reduced charge amounts for LEX 352 and 353. 


***The department discovered an additional 7 documents through searches following the issuing of the preliminary estimate of charges notice, and the charge amount 
was affirmed rather than increased in the charges notice. The department found that the subject matter of the request is a matter of general interest to the public or at 
least a substantial section of the public. When balancing these considerations, the department reduced the charge by 50% on public interest grounds. 


